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Preface to the book xi Acknowledgements xiii Preface to the book Considerable relief accompanies completion of a project like this, especially one pursued (intermittently) for a period of eighteen years! There are many people to thank, not the least of which are the numerous graduate students, postdocs and other colleagues mentioned in Chapter 1 and in the acknowledgements of the remaining chapters. However, I owe a special debt to Michael Fisher, Leo Kadanoff and Bert Halperin, who provided inspiring examples of how to do theoretical physics early in my career. I am also grateful to Harvard University and the National Science Foundation of the USA, for creating the environment and freedom to do curiosity-driven research for the past twenty-five years. I was fortunate to find a sympathetic publisher in Cambridge University Press. Simon Capelin and Rufus Neal provided expert editorial guidance and extraordinary patience in face of distractions caused by, among other things, my three years as Chair of the Harvard Physics Department. The original documents on which the last eight chapters are based illustrate the recent history of scientific publishing. At least one chapter evolved from an old-fashioned typewritten manuscript. Others originally appeared via a photographic offset printing process. The later chapters were created using LaTex and at least one is available (in an early form) on the World Wide Web (http://arXiv.org/abs/condmat/9502114). I appreciate the willingness of the original publishers to allow me to adapt my contributions to various proceedings, summer schools and workshops. I owe a special debt to Sally Thomas, Steven Holt, Jo Clegg and Jayne Aldhouse for the expert way in which they created a seamless high-quality book from these disparate media. Saul Teukolsky, Paul Horowitz and Renate D'Archangelo kindly provided advice and assistance with the index.
Farid Abraham generously assisted with the preparation of the illustration on the front cover. For more beautiful images created by Farid and his collaborators, see his gallery (http://www.almaden.ibm.com/vis/ membrane/gallery.html). The pictures on the back cover are doublesided decorations of flux lines in high-temperature superconductors, due to Zhen Yao, Charles Lieber and their associates. I am grateful to Zhen and Charlie for permission to use their remarkable images, which
